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Saturday December 18th. Foxtrot lesson 8-8:45 pm.
General Dancing 8:45-10:45 p.m. "

Suggested Attire: Formal o

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Sunday January 3rd

UPCOMING DANCING OPPORTUNITIES

ARGENTINE TANGO DANCES
2nd Saturday of each month

Squalicum Yacht Club, 8 pm

MILONGA Mondays (Tango)
Bvery Monday at the Squalicum Yacht Club 7-

JANUARY AND FEBRUARY USA DANCE
BALLROOM DANCE

Saturday, January 16th, Blue Moon Ballroo
Saturday, February 20th, Blue Moon Ballro

U & ME DANCE- BELLINGHAM

Open dance most every Friday nigh
See their website for lesson information

events: www.uandmedance.com ot

BLUE MOON BALLROOM- BELLI

Open dance most every Frida
Cornwall. See their website f
and special events: www.thebl
or call 360- 647-9778.

WILD BUFFALO, DOWN"

Swing Sundays, first St

the live music of the

HARRISON HOT

Dine and Dance
Room Tuesday thr
for the price of :
Bellingham.
at the hotel ¢
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Café, at the downtown Farmer’s Market and Chuckanut
Ridge Wine Tasting Room.

We’re not sure where Grant Wilson went to school, but

we do know he’s Bellingham’s favorite drummer. Dancers

love him for his consistent, accurate dance tempos and listeners

enjoy his sense of humor and swinging vocals. Grant sings with The Saltwater
Octet and played for the Bellingham ballroom dancers last year with his band
‘Big Swing Face’. Recent appearances include the Sonja Lee Band at the
Semiahmoo Resort Dinner/Dance Series.

The beginning foxtrot lesson begins at 8§ pm, the band begins playing dance
music and holiday tunes at 8:45. Suggested attire is formal or semi-formal, or
whatever puts you in a celebratory mood.

Qur dances are held at the Blue Moon Ballroom, located in downtown
Bellingham at 1213 Cornwall Avenue, right across the street from The Leopold.
Refreshments will be served and there will be a waltz mixer so everyone gets a
chance to dance.

Argentine Tango Desperados
Spotted Right Here In Bellingham

The local Bellingham Argentine Tango community has come up with an exciting
diversion and opportunity to dance that is unexpected, spontaneous, and daring,
We have moved beyond encouraging crowds of people to come and watch us
dance. We actively hunt them down and dance where they are. We call it Guerilla
Tango.

Appearing out of nowhere at some public event, the guys dressed in their mostly
black formal Argentine tango uniforms and the women dress as tango
provocateurs to heighten the experience for all involved. We come equipped
with a boom box, couple up, start playing our favorite tango music and dance
several tangos. When the surprise and astonishment has dissipated from the
crowed we pick up the boom box and slip away to another predetermined
location and do it all over again. Finally, when we have had enough dancing we
retreat to some local watering hole to share high fives all around, rehash our
dancing exploits, and plan future daring Argentine Tango insurgencies over
drinks.

For more information on Argentine Tango in Bellingham see the new
allbellinghamtango.ning.com -One of the guys in black
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USA DANCE BELLINGHAM
AWARDED

CHAPTER OF THE YEAR

...for Northwest Region 1, which includes 12
Chapters in Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon,
Utah, Washington and Wyoming

Congratulations and thank you to our
Officers, Board and Volunteers for their hard
work and well deserved recognition!

Dancing from the Sidelines
by Catharine and Peter Homann

We viewed a spectacular show of dancing on December 4 in the “Rhythm in
Motion” showcase at U & Me Dance. There were 17 performances by amateurs
and amateur-pro pairs. Many forms of dance were represented, which made for
a lively and enjoyable event. There was the dog performing a cha-cha—yes, a
real dog. There were the youth, as young as nine years old, who brought lots of
energy. There were the belly dancers, with their entrancing tribal-fusion style.
And, there were USA Dance members. Steven Herrera performed a striking
samba with his pro partner. Susan Haynes participated in three dances, including
a wonderful and elegant waltz, which was the finale of the show. The amateur
showcases are presented at U & Me Dance twice a year, and are complemented
by professional showcases the following evening. They offer superb talent,
enthusiasm, and entertainment.

California Dancin’

Brewpubs and Ballrooms
by Karen Harres

Doesn’t that sound like the perfect vacation theme? Our annual trip to the San
Francisco Waltzing Society Viennese Ball this year was by car, so we went ‘bar
hopping’ through Oregon and California. Our ideal brewpub features wood fired
pizza, homemade rootbeer (for me) an excellent IPA (for Stan), with a little jazz
thrown in for entertainment. So with the goal in mind, the first stop was
Steelhead Brewery in Eugene, OR. We discovered this restaurant last year and
were hopeful our memories of the excellent food here were real and not just due
to road fatigue. 'm happy to report the food is still excellent and the root beer is
the best I've tested so far.

Next stop was Ukiah Brewing Company, off highway 101 in Northern California
just out of the Redwoods. This pub advertises that they were the first Brewpub
and only the second restaurant in the United States to be certified organic. We
found a charming historic building, had an OK meal and OK beer, and then
discovered at 9 pm they stop serving dinner, remove all the tables in the front of
the pub and turn the area into a dance floor! Think Wild Buffalo of N. Cal. The
stage was smaller and we would have stayed to dance but the music that night
was Jamaican. We were tited and it looked like mostly jumping up and down
dancing. But their music calendar (ukiahbrewingco.com) indicated there was jazz,
blues and Spanish music regularly on the schedule (I'm sure all you Argentine
Tango dancers just stopped breathing for a minute there).

The ball this year was held at the Claremont Country Club, so we stayed in
Oakland and arrived in town early enough to head over to Jupiter, right smack in
downtown Berkeley. Jupiter is housed in an old livery stable from the 1890's and
filled with pressed tin walls, pews from an old church and advertises "award-
winning" wood-fired pizzas. After circling for 30 minutes trying to find a parking
spot and then finding a line outside waiting to get in, we’d just about given up
when the waitress said we were welcome to look for seats in the outdoor beer
garden. Well, that was the place to be anyway, heat lamps, an outdoor fireplace
and...a stage! Jupiter is well known as a premiere alternative jazz venue, and
features live music on weekends in winter, 5 nights a week in summer, and the
"Americana Unplugged" Summer Bluegrass seres which runs every Sunday
afternoon, April through October.
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Next we headed to the Lake Merritt Dance Center (ak.a. Downtown
Oakland Senior Center in the Veterans Memorial Building). Oh. My.
Goodness. There are SIX dance floors in this building and at least 3
dance events going on every day of the week, many with live music. We
attended a ballroom dance in the main ballroom (below) which happens
every Friday night with a 4 piece band. A good portion of the crowd only
stayed until 10 pm, so for the last hour we basically shared this enormous
lovely wood floor with about 3 other couples. We followed the sound of
music to another ballroom upstairs and found Argentine Tango dancers.
Too bad we were already booked Saturday night because there was a Big
Band Dance for only $5 per person.

“;»Li_ ”’é“-i“'*? P‘ ‘g\\{;‘f C
Argentine Tango Danqg’“a
cSqualicum Yacht Club

1000

Bellingham Ballroom Dancers Association
USA Dance Inc. Chapter 1013

2809 W. Crestline Drive

Bellingham, WA 98226

The highlight of the trip, however, was joining our Seattle
friends at the ball. The floor was crowded all night...imagine
Viennese waltzing right next to the orchestra at a speed of one
revolution per second, pretty much ballgown to ballgown, wall
to wall for 4 hours. And gentlemen, at a Viennese Ball, you DO
NOT remove your jacket under any circumstances at the dance.
It just isn’t done, no matter how hot it gets. Now we know why
Ball season in Vienna starts in January, when it’s icy outside!

The orchestral scores are
ordered from Vienna

The Seattle Contingent

Ballroom Dance
Every Third Saturday

Bl Moo Bylloqr

1213 Cornwall Avenue, .Bellingham

Ballvoom: by the Bay ¥



